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Art Unit: 2623 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent; 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) 
shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated 
the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in 
the English. 



2. Claims 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Davies et al, US 20040138663. 

Re. Claim 8, Davies discloses a method, comprising: 

(a) receiving a play request for stored media information from a requesting 
media system ([0026], lines 1-10), 

(b) determining a source media system containing the stored media 
information ([0026], 11-14, showing sources; [0033], lines 1-9, determining a 
source for stored media information) , and 
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(c) instructing the source media system to send the stored media 
information to the requesting media system ([0026], lines 11-17) 

Re. Claim 9, the method of claim 8, further comprising: providing content 
information to the requesting media system ([0033], lines 1-7). 

Re. Claim 10, the method of claim 8, wherein the determining includes: 
finding the source media system of the stored media information by a look-up 
table ([0033], lines 1-7). 

Re. Claim 1 1 , the method of claim 8, wherein the determining includes: . 
polling functionally connected media systems for the source media system of the 
stored media information ([0034], lines 1-17). 

Re. Claim 12, Davies teaches the method of Claim 8, wherein the 
instructing includes: specifying an address of the requesting media system or a 
path between the source media system and the requesting media system 
([0016], lines 1-20, disclosing a local network connecting all media system 
including a set-top terminal or box, remote devices, VCR or DVD player, a 

television, a computer, and advanced record/playback device, therefore implying 
address for each media system; [0018], lines 12-26, showing each remote device 
independently receive presentations from STT (Set-top terminal) or other 
devices, implying presence of address for each node in the local area network). 

Re. Claim 13, in the method of claim 12, Davies teaches the path between 
the source media system and the requesting media system including two or more 
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communication links (Fig.2, requesting media system i.e. remote device 215-1 
communicates via primary STT 205 labeled as 410 in Fig. 5 with the source 
media system i.e. networked peripheral device 405 in Fig. 5, having two 
communication links, one from IR port 510 to IR sensor 520 and other to an input 
port 545 from output port 540). 

Re. Claim 14, Davies discloses an article of manufacture, comprising: 

(a) a storage medium having instructions stored thereon that, when 
executed by a computing platform, may result in recording or playback of media 
information by a remote mediasystem that is remote from a requesting media 
system by (Fig.2, Primary STT (set-top terminal) showing storage device 240; 
[0025], lines 25-29): 

(b) receiving a playing request or a recording request for the media 
information from the requesting media system ([0026], lines 1-4, receiving play 
request; [0038], lines 5-9, receiving recording i.e. storing request); 

(c) facilitating recording of the media information to the remote media 
system if the recording request is received ([0038], lines 5-9); and 

(d) instructing the remote media system to send the media information to 
the requesting media system if the playing request is received ([0026], lines 1- 
17). 



Application/Control Number: 10/741 ,674 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2623 

Re. Claim 15, the article of manufacture of claim 14, wherein the 
instructions, when executed, result in the facilitating recording of the media 
information by: 

selecting a source of the media information (same as Claim element 
1(a)), and selecting the remote media system as a storage destination for the 
media information (same as Claim element 1(b)). 

Re. Claim 16, the article of manufacture of claim 14, wherein the 
instructions, when executed, result in the instructing the remote media system to 
send the media information by: determining that the remote media system 
currently stores the media information (same as Claim element 8(b)). 

Re. Claim 17, the article of manufacture of claim 14, wherein the 
instructions, when executed, result in the receiving a playing request or a 
recording request by: providing resource information or content information to the 
requesting media system (same as Claim 9). 

Re. Claim 18, Davies discloses a network, comprising: a first media 
system (Primary STT 205), including: 

(a) a tuner arranged to separate media information from a media stream 
(Tuner 235), 

(b) a storage device (Storage device 240), and 
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(c) a network interface arranged to be connected to a communication link 
(communication link 220); and a second media system (Remote device 215-1 or 
215-2 or 215-3), including: 

(d) a network interface arranged to be connected to the communication 
link (Fig. 3, box "communication Interface"); and 

(e) a processor (Fig. 3, Processor 305) to request that media information 
from the tuner of the first media system be sent to the storage device of the first 
media system or to the network interface of the first media system ([0038], lines 
1-9). 

Re. Claim 19, the network of claim 18, wherein the network interface of 
the second media system is arranged to receive the media information (Fig. 2, 
network interface 270 is two-way; [0018], lines 18-20), and wherein the processor 
is arranged to cause the media information to be played ([0018], lines 18-23, 
reciting accss to peripheral device VCR or DVD player; [0035], lines 4-7, user 
e.g. remote device 215-1 or 215-2 or 215-3 choosing to play the selected 
presentation). 

Re. Claim 20, the network of Claim 18, Davies teaches wherein the 
processor is arranged to request that media information from the tuner of the first 
media system be sent to a storage device in a third media system via the 
network interface in the first media system ([0038], lines 7-9, showing only media 
information from the tuner of the first media system to be sent to storage device 
in the first media system itself; [0018], lines 18-24, showing other storage device 
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like VCR, DVD player; [0025], lines 29-31, showing presentation being recorded 
on VCR; [0017], lines 1-10, reciting that the peripheral device is operated from 
any of the media systems including Set-top terminal STT, remote devices 215-1 , 
215-2, 215-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Davies et al, US 20040068755 A1 in view of Gray et al, US 
20040163130 A1. 

Re. Claim 1, Davies discloses a method, comprising: 

(a) receiving a recording request for media information from a first media 
system ([0031], lines 14-16; [0025], lines 18-21, receiving user request from a 
first media system); 

(b) selecting a source of the media information ([0031], line 15-16, 
requesting the peripheral device 405 to record a selected downstream signal; 
[0025], lines 18-21, selecting VOD presentation from headend); 
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(c) selecting a storage destination for the media information ([0038], lines 
5-6, the user may wish to store the media presentation signals on the storage 
device 240; [0025], lines 25-31, selecting either a storage device 240 or VCR to 
record/store the media presentation signals). 

Davies does not teach scheduling recording of the media information from 
the source to the storage destination. 

In analogous art, Gray teaches scheduling recording of the media 
information from the source to the storage destination ([0034], lines 3-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Davies to include scheduling recording of the media information from 
the source to the storage destination, as taught by Gray, for the benefit of users 
to share storage capacity so that a multiple programs requiring large storage 
capacity could be recorded for later viewing by all users. 

Re. Claim 2, the method of claim 1, Davies teaches providing resource 
information to the first media system is same as Claim element 1(b). 

Re. Claim 3, the method of claim 1, Davies discloses further wherein at 
least one of the source and the storage destination is in a second media system 
remote from the first media system (storage device 240 in primary STT (Fig. 2) or 
VCR in peripheral device 405 (Fig.4) are both remote from the users or remote 
devices i.e. first media system 215-1, 215-2, 215-3 (Fig.4)). 
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Re. Claim 4, the method of claim 1 , Davies teaches further wherein both 
of the source and the storage destination are in a second media system remote 
from the first media system ([0018], lines 12-24, showing primary set-top terminal 
STT (Fig.2) are both source and storage destination remote from remote devices 
215-1,215-2,215-3 (Fig.2)). 

Re. Claim 5, the method of claim 1 , Davies teaches further wherein the 
source of the media information is in a second media system remote from the 
first media system, and wherein the storage destination of the media information 
is in a third media system remote from the first media system and the second 
media system ([0018], lines 10-33). 

Re. Claim 6, the method of claim 1 , Davies teaches further acknowledging 
the recording request for media information to the first media system ([0021], 
lines 16-'9). 

Re. Claim 7, the method of claim 1 , Davies discloses wherein the 
scheduling includes: scheduling recording of the media information from the 
source to the storage destination via a communication link in a network (Fig.4; 
[0031], lines 14-16, showing the source downstream signal; [0024], lines 25-26, 
receiving downstream signals from headend via the SIM 210; [0038], lines 7-9, 
storing signals in storage device 240 connected to headend by network via SIM 
210, see Fig.2). 
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CONCLUSION 



5. Any enquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Amit Ray whose telephone number is 571-272-6339. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, alternate Friday off, 7:30 AM -5:00 
PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax 
phone number for the organization where the application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR)) system. Statute information 
for published applications may be obtained from either PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairdirect.uspto.aov . 
Should you have questions on accessing the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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